VOICE OF DEMOCRACY
AND PATRIOT'S PEX
SCHOLARS APP

For Post and District Level

Created By: Department of Illinois District 7 Commander
David Long 5/16/25



Getting a Login

m Voice of Democracy/ Patriot's Pen Post Chairperson need to provide
following items to their District VOD/PP Chairperson:

-~ Full name
-~ Email address

@ The District Chairperson will then send this information to Scholars
App (General Support: or Technical Support:

) in order to have the individual added as
a Chairperson.

m District VOD/PP Chairperson will also be responsible for submitting
their name and email address to the Department VOD/PP
Chairpersons respectfully and sending a cc to the Department
Quartermaster at

m Email will be sent from the Scholars App website

- Will be sent once the District Chairperson has received post
Chairperson’s information. Periodically check “Spam” folder



mailto:hello@scholarsapp.com
mailto:support@scholarsapp.com
mailto:vfwil@vfwil.org

Logging In

B Check in your “Spam”  ____ —
folder if you have not

received your email The alkin-one
- Reach out to your wow
.. : : winning
District Chairperson if cho|arsh.ps

you still have not e
received them st Rk

B Open the email and click
on the link to set up
your Scholars App
profile OR go to
scholarsapp.com

4 =~ V4 s



31 Scholar’s App

Log Type in your

Email
| credentials
-
Password U
@
3
@
Remember me Forgot password? L?

Den't have an account? Signup

California Privacy Policy

Bypass Password Login
(Repeat this process every time you want to log in using this
bypass.)

Select “Log In”




sl Scholar's App

David Long
sgtlongdis7@gmail.com

DASHBOARD
@ Dashboard
2 Scholarships

Suborganizations

p Center

H Select
“Suborganizations” on
the left side of the page

Bl Click on “Post Flyers” to
download and print

L[] David Long
sgtlongdis7@gmail.com
—
DASHBOARD
@ Dashboard

Democracy and

@® Suborganizations

Patriot’s Pen will be on e
the SAME flyer

B Distribute to local
schools and businesses.

:' “~holar's App

VFW Help Center

Scholar's App is always on development, some resources may not be identical to what you see on your screen but the processes are the same. We actively try to keep our
videos and help resources up fo date.

Account Management & Login

How to login and reset your password ( |
©

How to reset your password

9 ‘ Open |

&) Feedback

How to switch from a Chairman Portal to the Judge Portal?

‘ Open |

Application Management

District Chairman - Overview —_—
‘ Open 9

O®ewggnizations

19 results
Name Parent organizafi® Children Flyer Members
- J
llinois - District 7 - Post 454 lllinois - District 7 - Create Fiyer David Long E
Diane Hawk



Scholarships Tab

On the lefthand side of the screen, click on “Scholarship”

tab.
H You will be able to view your department district, and post.
- Ex//: o - 7 .7-Post
454

® Feedback




Scholarships Tab (continued)

Selecting your post

- Provides you access to Scholarship Information,
Applicants, Judges, Judges Rounds and Awardees

el Scholar's App

DavidLong VFW - Patriot's Pen - lllinois - District 7 - Post 454 m
sgtlongdis7@gmail.com

Sub Organization: lllinois - District 7 - Post 454 Cycle: 3/12/25 - 11/01/25
DASHBOARD
Dashboard (0] (0] (0] 0 0 0
Viewed Qualified In progress Missing docs Candidates Awarded
Scholarships
Sub izati %
7 Suborganizations - N N
VFW - Patriot's Pen - lllinois - District 7 - Post 5212 m @
Accepting Applications a
— i T
? Help Center Sub Organization: lllinois - District 7 - Post 5212 Cycle: 3/12/25 - 11/01/25 8
(I
0 o 0 0 0 o Lo
Viewed Qualified In progress Missing docs Candidates Awarded

VFW - Patriot's Pen - lllinois - District 7 - Post 5520 m

Sub Organization: lllincis - District 7 - Post 5520 Cycle: 3/12/25 - 11/01/25
0 0 0 0 0 o)
Viewed Qualified In progress Missing docs Candidates Awarded

o




Applicants Tab

Bl Click on “Applicants”

— All Chairpersons need to be familiar with the rules and
requirements under the Scholarship information tab!

- This will take you to all of the students who have entered
the contest.

SI Scholar's App

Scholarship information
David Long -
sgtlongdis7@agmail.com
DASHBOARD
Scholarship information
(m Dashboard

Scholarship name

Scholarships VFW - Patriot's Pen - lllinois - District 7 - Post 454
ipti X
Suborganizations Description . . . 8
Please do not use your school email address as spam filters often classifies any emails 0
2 , , T
EpCents from scholarsapp.com as spam. If applicants do not have their own personal email o
. : 2 w
address, please use your parent/quardian'’s personal email address when creating an &

account but ensure you use your own first and last name.

Conducted nationwide, this VFW-sponsored youth essay competition gives students an opportunity to write essays expressing their views on an
annual patriotic theme. We invite you to join the more than 73,000 students who participated last year in this contest. What Is the Theme?VFW's
Commander-in-Chief annually chooses the year's theme.The 2025-2026 theme is: "How are you showing patriotism and support for our
country?"The contest consists of four levels. The first level (entry) is sponsored by VFW Posts. Post winners advance, one for every 15 entries, to the
VFW District (regional) level where the one first-place winner is advanced to the VFW Department (state) level. The first-place winner at the
Department level is then advanced into the VFW national competition.Prizes and scholarships can be awarded at the Post, District, State and
National level. Department (State) winners receive a portion of $55,000 in national awards. National Winners will receive at least $500. The first-
place national award is currently $5,000.Al entries are submitted at the Post level. Contestants are allowed to enter only once each year if
otherwise eligible (one Post competition)Eligibility:Patriot’s Pen is open to 6th, 7th and 8th-grade students enrclled by the Oct. 31deadline in
public, private or parochial schools in the U.S., its territories or its possessions; or dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in overseas 6
schools. Home-schooled students also are eligible. Although U.S. citizenship is not required, students must be lawful U.S. permanent residents or




Applicants Tab (continued)

If you need to add a student’s application manually, select
Applicant”

Applicants

Filter

&) Feedback




Applicants Tab (continued)

A pop up will open and you will fill out the student’s name
email address

™li, Add applicant

k

#) Feedbac

Cancel




Applicants Tab (continued)

Bl Click on “Type of Manual Entry” and select “Structured Files”
— jt’s the only option available

Appli Add applicant
0 applic

@ Dashboard

k

© Suborganizations

#) Feedbac

oooooooooooooooo

Type of manual entry




Applicants Tab (continued)

Once finished, click on “add” and the student will populate in
Qg applicant section.

k

#) Feedbac




Applicants Tab (continued)

Bl Select “upload application” for the student and a pop up will
show where you add the student’s application file, headshot,
essay and/ og audio file.

SSSSS

&) Feedback




Applicants Tab (continued)

W Select “Submit” once ALL items have been uploaded

$| Scholar's App
David Lon
é h, : -.g.... i . g bt Accepting Applications
sgtlongdis7@gmail.com UpIO‘G IICG"’IOI"I
DASHBOARD
ars Application file
Dashboard \ T s : :
VIRQLE 20 vl 20Documents. pdf
Scholarships Appll
lapplice ~ Headshot Add applicant Download Applications
Suborganizations Pictu (sle]
Ar us
Help Center Essay File
Jo VOD%20PP#20Test%20Documents. W in Progress

®) Feedback

d e m




A&rs)licants Tab
(DISTRICT LEVEL ONLY)

Bl All posts in your district need to advance their winners to
the district for judging

Ml Select “Applicants Tab” to view all of the students

M If a post has not sent their winner electronically, you can
add the post student winner manually

- see Applicants Tab slides for directions on how to complete

- Ensure this applicant is submitted under the appropriate
post



Judges Tab

Bl Select “Judges” tab to add your post judges

sl Scholar's App

VFW - Patriot's Pen - lllinois - District 7 - Post 454

David Long
sgtlongdis7@gmail.com

DASHBOARD
Judges

Dashboard

Judges
8 Scholarships 1result Filter v Add judge

) Suborganizations
(® Help Center

Jane Doe

® Feedback



Judges Tab (continued)

H Select “Add JudgeZ

sl Scholar's App

David Long
sgtlongdis7T@gmail.com

VFW - Patriot's Pen - lllinois - District 7 - Post 454

DASHBOARD

Judges
Dashboard

Judges

0 results Filter v Add judge

Scholarships

Suborganizations

Help Center

® Feedback




Judges Tab (continued)

H A popup window will appear for you to add all relevant
information for the judge

H Select “Add Judge” when completgd

Filter v Add judge

@) Feedback

e 1
Cancel Add judge




Judging Essay/ Audio Essay

B Judges will receive an email from Scholars App to create

a login
Passwordless Login = inboxx 5 O
@ ScholarsApp <hello@scholarsapp.com> 3:04PM (1minuteago) % ® «
' tome -
Hi,

Please use the link below to automatically login to your account.

If you do not see a link, please reply to this email to let us know. It means that your account is under a different email
address

https://scholarsapp.com/api/1.1/login-link?key=1743365092171x696428388777022600

([ & Reply )| ~ Forward ) @)




Judgement Round

Bl Click on “Judgement Round”
- You will be able to view all of your applicants listed

el Scholar's App

David Long VFW - Patriuv.'= Pen - lllinois - District 7 - Post 454 Accepting Applications
sgtlongdis7@gmail.com

DASHBOARD

@ Dashboard
2, Scholarships
@ Suborganizations

@ Help Center

&) Feedback

11/22/24 1:59 AM CST

Applications

1applications Select top students Bulk action v Generate Report

X




Judgement Round (continueq)

To assign ALL

B students at once,
locate the
“student” label a
the top of the list
and select the
check box next to
the “student” label

l To assign a
SINGLE, select the
check box next to
their name

Pending

0%

&) Feedback



Judgement Round (continueq)

B Once your students are selected, click on “Bulk Action”
W Select “Assign Judge”

sl Scholar's App

David Leng
sgtlongdis7@gmail.com

DASHBOARD

i 11/22/24 1:59 AM CST Tally
Dashboard
2. Scholarships

Applications

o 4
) Suborganizations Yoelocted 3¢ N Bulkaction v Generate Report _ré’
N e
@ Help Center Assign Judges %
L
Student Assigned Judges Judge Scoresheet Total Avg. Score Remove Judges @:

John Doe No reviewers Review scores /100 Decline application

Promote




Judgement Round (continueq)

H [n the popup
window, click on
“select revie

H A dropdown will
appear for you to
select your judge(

anananan

B Select “save
changes"”



Judging Essay/ Audio Essay

B Once logged in, select "WVFW-Voice of Democracy -
Illinois - your district - your post #”

- All of the student applicants will be ID nhumbers

- District and Post Chairperson will see students name

Bl Select “Download Files” to download the student's
ap‘ol)lcatlon and essay and/ or audio files (for VOD students
only

B Read and/ or listen to the essay/ audio file




Judging Essay/ Audio Essay (continued)

Il Select “Scoresheet”

H In the new window, provide scoring and additional
comments for the student’s entry

B When finished, select “Save” to submit scoring

M If you need to go back and change a score simply click
the "View" button next to the student you want to
update, and you will be able to change the score for the

Applications




Judging Guidelines: Voice of

VOD Judges‘ Rubric

Category

0 pts

110 pts

11-20 pts

21-25 pts

26-30 pts

30-35 pts

Parts or the whole

Unoriginal. Re-
phrases others’
ideas or uses

A few original, creative

Content is original

Excellently developed with many
aspects and ideas of the theme
being addressed. Original
content, original examples that
are memorable and impactful.

have been Al- cliches without any|thoughts but on the Mostly original, creative |and creative that Captivates the audience and
generated or creative whole fails to be thoughts that are engage the reader leaves a lasting, profound
Originality (35 pts possible) plagiarized. applications. engaging. generally engaging. throughout the essay._|impression.
The content is clearly
in line with the
Mostly related to the contest theme. Good
Content is Partially related to the |[theme of the contest. |structure and

Content (30 pts possible)

Parts or the whole
have been Al-
generated or
plagiarized.

unrelated to the
theme of the
contest. Structure
is disorganized and
hard to follow.

theme of the contest.
Structure lacks
organization, focus,
and clear
argumentation.

There is some
structure, but there are
gaps in organization,
focus, and
argumentation.

organization is
evident. The paper is
mostly focused and
most arguments are
well-supported.

Delivery (35 pts possible)

Parts or the whole
have been Al-
generated or
plagiarized.

The speaker
cannot be
understood.
Articulation is poor
with poor
pronunciation.

The speaker is difficult
to understand. The
speaker is monotone
through much of the
speech. The speaker is
unengaging and pacing
IS poor.

The speaker can be
understood most of the
time, but vocal tone and
pacing are inconsistent,
and speaker's ability to
engage the listener is
uneven.

Clear speaking voice
with generally good
tone and pacing that
complement the
content of the speech
and generally engage
the listener.

Superior speaking voice with
excellent tone and well-paced
delivery that enlivens the content
of the speech and consistently
engages the listener.




Judging Guidelines: Patriots Pen

Patriot's Pen Judges' Rubric

Category

0 pts

1-10 pts

11-Z20 pis

21-30 pis

31-35 pts

Theme Knowledge (30
pts possible)

Parts or whole hawve
been Al-generated or
plagiarized

Student does not
demonstrate
understanding of the
theme. The theme is
not clearly stated or the
content is not evident of
the theme.

Student demonstrates
some understanding of
the theme. The theme
is stated and some of
the content is evident of
the theme.

Student demonstrates
a high level of
understanding of the
theme. The theme is
clearly stated and
content consistently
demonstrates evidence
of understanding.

Themes Development
{35 pts possible)

Farts or whole have
been Al-genarated or
plagiarized.

The theme of the essay
shows little to no
development
throughout the essay.
The student may have
alluded to the theme
but the aessay lacks
consistency in ideas.

The theme shows some
development with a few
aspects of the theme
being addressed.
Student leaves reader
with some unanswered
questions.

The theme shows good
development with
several aspects of the
theme being
addressed. Student
conveys the theme with
clarity.

The theme is
excellently developed
with many aspects and
ideas of the theme
being addressed.
Student conveys theme
withi clarity and
purpose.

Clarity of ldeas (35 pis
possible)

Parts or whole hawve
been Al-generated or
plagiarized.

The student struggles
to convey their ideas to
the reader. The ideas
are not cohesive or
arganized. The essay is
confusing and hard-to-
follow.

The student conveys
some of their ideas to
their reader. Some of
the ideas are organized
and cohesive, but parts
of the essay were
confusing or may hawve
not connected to the
rest of the essay.

The student conveys
many ideas to their
reader. Most ideas are
arganized and
coheasive. The essay
flows well and is easy
to Follow.

The student conveys all
ideas to their reader in
an organized and
chosive manner. The
essay has excellent
structure and flows
exceptionally well and
holds the attention of
the reader throughout.




Promoting a Student
(completed by VOD/ PP Chairperson)

Bl Complete only when ALL judges have finished

- Post VOD/ PP Chairperson will need to ensure that all
scores have been submitted for EVERY student

- Ranking will be assigned automatically once all scoring
has been submitted




Promoting a Student
(completed by VOD/ PP Chairperson)

B Select the box next to the student’s name

SI Scholar's App

David Long
sgtlongdis7@gmail.com

DASHBOARD

i 11/22/24 11:59 AMCST Tally
(@ Dashboard

2 Scholarships

Applications
@ Suborganizations
1selected %

Select top students | Bulk action v Generate Report

@ Help Center Assign Judges

Stud Assigned Judges Judge Scoresheet Total Avg. Score Remove Judges

&) Feedback

John Doe No reviewers Review scores /100 Decline application

Promote




Promotln% a Student
(completed by VOD/ PP Chairperson)

B Select “Bulk
Action”—

B Select
“Promote”
- A popup
window will
appear

B Fill out the
promotion form
and click
“Submit”

T Tally

Promote




Contact Information

B David Long

- VOD/PP Scholars App Coordinator
- 217-769-9810

HEKyna Simpson
- VOD/PP Scholars App Coordinator
- 708-977-5083



mailto:sgtlongdis7@gmail.com
mailto:fog4kat@me.com
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